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The big selling point behind movie downloading is convenience. You don't have to get in a car, stand in line or spend several days waiting as your DVDs travel back and forth between your home and a shipping center. But choosing a service that doesn't meet your needs can make the process pale in comparison to other
purchase and rental methods.The first thing to keep in mind is the platform that the site requires. Most movie sites require Windows XP. A few will also work with Windows Vista or Windows 2000. Only the iTunes Music Store supports the Macintosh operating system, and none of the major sites currently support Linux.
Most sites also require Internet Explorer and Windows Media Player. Although you can view most sites in Firefox, the MovieLink site will only work with Internet Explorer with ActiveX control enabled. Amazon Unbox requires the Microsoft.Net framework, and Vongo requires a proprietary application.For many users, the
next big deal-breaker is the site's selection. Download sites get their movies from movie studios, which own the digital rights to the films. A site can't offer the movie without first negotiating an agreement with the studio. Some sites, like MovieLink, have agreements with lots of major studios, so they have a wide selection
of mainstream movies. Others, like Guba, have a selection of free, independent movies as well as studio releases that you can rent for a fee. Vongo is owned by Starz Entertainment, and its selection reflects only what Starz has the right to broadcast.When you find a site with a selection of movies you like, the next thing
to look at is the quality of movies. There are a couple of measurements to keep in mind. One is resolution, which is measured in pixels. The higher the resolution, the better the image quality. For example, the movies in Wal-Mart's video download store have a resolution of 640 x 480 pixels, which is the same as the
lowest standard television resolution. Wal-Mart also offers a scaled-down version for portable media players with a resolution of 320 x 240 pixels. You can also measure quality in bitrate, often measured in bits per second (bps). The higher the bitrate, the better the quality -- DVD bitrate is about 5 kilobits per second
(kbps), or 5000 bps. The codec, or the program that encodes and decodes the digital video, can also significantly affect the quality of the video. However, sites don't always specify which codec they use.Finally, before purchasing or renting movies online, you should thoroughly read the site's terms of use and familiarize
yourself with its DRM. Some sites are relatively flexible. You can play movies on multiple machines, download them to portable media players and even burn them to DVD. Others sites offer far fewer options -- for example, Amazon Unbox received criticism shortly after its launch for the perceived inflexibility of its terms of
use. Several sites allow you to make a backup disc that will only play on the computer originally used to download the file. For sites using streaming media, you never really own a copy of the movie, you simply watch it as it streams.Once you've found a site that meets your criteria for platform, selection, quality and terms
of use, a few simple questions can help you make your final choice:How much do the movies cost? Are they almost as expensive as DVDs? If so, would you prefer to find a cheaper alternative or to stick with higher-quality DVDs?Do the rental and purchase options match what you're looking for?If the site offers a
subscription program, does it have enough movies you're interested in to make it worthwhile?Are the movies compatible with any portable devices you'd like to use to watch them? Several sites guarantee that their files will play on any Microsoft PlaysForSure-compatible device, but others have more limited
compatibility.Does the site use a file format that you've had good or bad experiences with in the past?Do you need a proprietary download manager or player? If so, do you mind downloading and learning to use them, or would you prefer to use programs you're already familiar with? Does the player have all the features
you want - can you pause, back up and fast forward?To see a comparison of some sites' offerings, check out these articles from TechCrunch and ExtremeTech.Next, we'll take a look at the movie download services that are available now. Going to the movies used to be a fun, inexpensive time out -- a good date idea or
a way to entertain the kids on a rainy afternoon. Lately, though, it seems like you practically have to spend a week's paycheck to cover a few tickets and enjoy a little popcorn. As of July 2014, the nationwide average price of a movie ticket was more than $8.00, but in metropolitan areas, a ticket can cost more than $10
[source: Cunningham]. And we're just talking regular films here, not IMAX or 3-D, for which tickets can cost between $15 and $20 apiece.Why are movie tickets so expensive? Who makes the money: the movie theater or the movie studio? Typically, theaters and studios split the proceeds of ticket sales, but the theater
sets the ticket price. Theaters actually make the majority of their money on concessions, which is why you find yourself paying steep prices for popcorn, soda and candy. Historically, movie theaters have increased the price of concessions rather than tickets.But recently, many theaters have raised their ticket prices
(especially for premium movie experiences) in order to cover expenses for upgrading to 3-D projectors and other technologies. These surcharges can make seeing an IMAX film quite expensive. For example, at the time of this writing, purchasing an IMAX movie ticket costs $21.50 in New York City. That means if you
want to take your family of four to see an IMAX movie, you're spending $86 -- and that's without a single bag of popcorn [source: Sampson]!The steady rise of movie ticket prices is part of a vicious cycle. Moviegoers just aren't going to the cinema as much anymore; instead, they're saving their money and watching
movies via streaming services or on-demand in the comfort of their own homes. To try to lure their customers back, theaters are offering better viewing experiences, like luxury seating, full-service menus, reserved seats and more. Theaters need to pay for these upgrades somehow -- and that's reflected in a higher ticket
price. See how it just goes around and around?It seems everyone is a loser in this scenario. However, an emerging business model might offer an interesting solution. A new company called Movie Heroes offers a subscription-based service to smaller movie theaters. Instead of paying for a ticket every time people see a
movie, they pay a monthly subscription fee that allows them to see as many movies as they want. When enough people sign up, theaters have a stabilized revenue stream. The company's first customer, a theater in California, increased revenue from $700,000 to $1.5 million after signing up with Movie Heroes [source:
Pomerantz].At the moment, subscription-based services lend themselves best to small, independent theaters, but the model is an attractive one. Could it bring down the price of movie tickets without decreasing the quality of a blockbuster movie experience? The future will tell. In the meantime, save some money by
opting for matinees and bargain showings. By Steve Lander ITunes is more than just a media management application. It's also a gateway to one of the world's largest media stores -- the iTunes Media Store. When you download a movie through iTunes, Apple sends the file to your computer. The iTunes program
determines where it gets saved based on your configuration. By default, iTunes creates an iTunes Media folder inside an iTunes folder in your main music folder. Unless you've changed the location where Windows saves your files, both Windows 8 and 7 use the "C:\Users\Username\My Music\iTunes\iTunes Media"
directory. To find your exact path, navigate to this directory, replacing "Username" with the name you use to log into your computer. Every file iTunes downloads get sent to the iTunes Media folder. On the Mac, iTunes works similarly. It also creates a main iTunes folder in which it creates an iTunes Media subfolder for all
of your downloads. Unlike Windows, it uses a different directory scheme. To find your files on a Mac, look in Users/Username/Music/iTunes/iTunes Media. Replace "Username"” with your actual username. If you don't like your current storage path, you have two options. One is to pick up the downloaded movie file and
move it yourself by cutting and pasting it into a new drive or directory. When you reopen the file in iTunes, the program will ask you to tell it where the new file is located. The other option is to have iTunes move its entire iTunes directory to a different location. You can do this through iTunes' Preferences tool. By default,
iTunes stores its downloaded files on your computer's main hard drive. If you have a lot of iTunes downloads as well as other material stored on your hard disk, you could run out of space quickly. Moving your iTunes files, whether you do it one at a time or in one fell swoop, conserves space on your main hard drive. This
also means that you'll have room to download more movies. By Liz Jacobs Mozilla Firefox is a Web browser similar to Internet Explorer or Google Chrome. The browser is a part of the Mozilla Application Suite. Firefox makes downloading movies simple because once you download, a window pops up that lets you
immediately access the download. Downloading a movie in Firefox is very similar to downloading a movie in any other browser. However, the download window looks different because Firefox has it's own unique browser interface. Go to a site like Netflix, Movie Downloads, #1 Online Movie Downloads, Joost or Hulu.
(See Resources and References). Sign up for the site. Some sites offer a 30-day free trial. Some sites listed are completely free. Select the category "Films." Click on the film genre you want to see such as comedy, drama or horror. Click the particular film you're interested in. Click "Download." Some sites, such as Hulu,
don't include a download button. Their movies stream over the net. To download them, go to a site like KeepVid, Video Downloader or Vidimonkey. Copy the URL of the movie you'd like to download. Put the URL in the box on KeepVid, Video Downloader or Vidmonkey. Click "Submit." and your movie will begin
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