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Reported	speech	backshift	rules

What	is	backshift	in	reported	speech.	When	to	use	backshift	in	reported	speech.	What	are	the	rules	of	reported	speech.

Hi	everyone,	thank	you	for	reading	my	post.	Ration:	The	rule	of	the	reported	speech	says	that	if	the	verb	reports	it	is	in	the	past	tense	©	rite	(in	this	case,'promised')	then	the	equivalent	of	the	past	of	all	times	should	be	used	when	reporting	(will	arrives=	would;	would;	arrived):	Original	words:'I	will	warn	you	when	John	arrives'Report:'He	promised	to
warn	me	when	John	arrives'	However,	I	have	seen	and	heard	this	rule	broken	in	numerous	occasions.	The	speaker	breaks	the	rule	when	he	wants	to	emphasize	that	the	words	to	be	reported	are	relevant	to	present	or	future	time.	On	the	other	hand,	I	have	noticed	that	this	rule	tends	to	be	broken	only	with	certain	types	of	verbs	like	[group	35;1]	said,
counted,	announced,	promised,	etc.,	while	verbs	like	[group	35;2]	thought,	saw,	felt,	realised,	met,	waited,	etc.,	are	followed	by	the	Praetor.	©	Rite	in	speech	reported.	There	is	a	significant	difference	between	the	two	groups	mentioned	above:	the	verbs	in	group	35;1	imply	that	the	speaker	reports	some	information	that	was	previously	made	known	to
others	by	the	speaker	or	other	person	(the	words	were	spoken).	The	verbs	of	the	35;2	group	imply	that	a	mental	process	occurred	in	a	person's	mind.	The	information	related	to	this	process	was	unknown	to	everyone	except	the	person	in	whose	mind	this	process	took	place	(no	words	were	pronounced).	Example	sentences:	Consider	two
verbs'said'[group	35;1]	and'known'	[group	35;2]:	1.	John	told	us	yesterday	that	he	will	call	us	when	he	arrives	today.	2.	John	told	us	yesterday	he'd	call	us	when	he	arrived	today.	THREE.	Yesterday	we	knew	John	would	call	us	when	he	arrived	today.	4.	Yesterday	we	knew	John	would	call	us	when	he	arrived	today.	Conclusion:	The	sentence	35;3	©
unacceptable,	while	the	rest	of	the	sentences	are	accepted	use	of	English.	The	phrases	352;2	and	\35;4	must	be	used	in	formal	speech	and	writing.	Sentence	35;1	©	Acceptable	in	casual	conversation.	I	have	asked	many	native	speakers	for	their	opinion	this	matter.	AE	Speakers	It	is	quite	comforting	to	break	the	rule	of	indirect	speech	with	verbs	in	the



group	\	Baa35;	1,	while	BE	speakers	tend	not	to	break	it.	With	regard	to	the	group	\	sola352,	both	the	speakers	of	the	AE	and	the	BE	use	tense	forms	passed	in	the	speech	reported	after	the	verbs	that	belong	to	this	group.	Question:	Does	©	share	the	same	opinion	regarding	this	observation,	or	is	©	me?	Thank	you	very	much	for	any	comments,
corrections	or	suggestions!	Ladies	and	gentlemen,	JJXR	©	does	it	share	the	same	opinion	on	this	remark,	or	am	it	just	me?	It's	©	wrong	to	follow	the	rule.	I	advise	you	not	to	break	it.	As	for	your	observation,	I	did	not	realize	this,	but	it	may	be	because,	when	I	find	the	rule	violated,	my	tendency	(if	I	pay	attention	to	it)	is©	correct	it	in	my	own	mind.
Your	example	phrases	and	your	evaluation	of	them	correspond	to	my	intuition.	But	I	think	you're	generalizing	about	groups	of	words.	I	can	think	of	a	few	phrases	using	"saw"	or	"realized"	that	would	be	good	without	tense	change.	I	don't	know	if	they	count	as	"reported	speech,"	but	©'t	see	as	the	phrase	4	©	reported.	The	reported	knowledge	that	may
have	©	through	speech	(but	may	not).	Some	examples	I'm	making	up	while	I'm	going.	Yesterday	I	realized	that	John	will	call	me	when	he's	ready.	Yesterday	I	heard	John's	wife	had	cancer.	I	heard	yesterday	that	John	will	arrive	on	October	21st.	Yesterday	I	saw	that	John	would	betray	anyone	who	could.	Yesterday	I	heard	stacey	will	be	on	her	way.
Stacey	told	us	yesterday	that	she'll	be	on	her	way.	Yesterday	I	said	you	©	taller	than	me.	I	thought	yesterday	you	were	taller	than	me.	He	announced	last	week	that	he	would	receive	an	increase	in	July.	If	you	want	a	rule,	©	this:	it	will	never	be	wrong	to	go	back	after,	whatever	verb	you	are	using.	However,	if	the	con§Ã	still	remains	in	the	future	(NB
"today"	Ã©	a	poor	example	because	it	can	be	past,	present	or	future)	then	©	often	Not	to	go	back.	This	applies	especially	to	eternal	truths.	No	reason	I	just	made	that	"rule"	up,	so	it's	probably	wrong.	Consider	your	examples	and	replace	"today"	with	"morning"	to	reduce	ambiguities,	which	gives	us:	1.	John	told	us	yesterday	that	we	will	call	us	when
we	arrive	morning	and	this	remains	true.	2.	John	told	us	yesterday	that	he	would	call	us	when	he	arrived	this	morning,	but	his	plans	may	have	changed.	3.	Yesterday	we	learned	that	John	will	call	us	when	he	arrives	this	morning	and	we	still	know	that.	4.	Did	we	know	yesterday	that	John	would	call	us	when	he	arrived	this	morning?	(...is	to	seems
strange	because	it	has	conflicting	knowledge	with	the	dãºvida.	Plus:	5.	Archimedes	said	the	upper	limit	of	pi	Ã©/era	22/7.	If	you	want	a	rule,	©	this:	It	will	never	be	wrong	to	rewind,	whatever	verb	you	are	using.	However,	if	the	con§ã§o	still	remains	in	the	future	(NB	"today"	Ã©	a	poor	example	because	it	can	be	past,	present	or	future)	then	it	is	©
often	aceitable	not	to	rewind.	This	applies	especially	to	eternal	truths.	If	I'm	wrong,	I©m	wrong	too,	because	I	agree	with	it	100%.	For	me,	both	1	and	3	work	if	John	hasn't	arrived	yet,	and	2	and	4	if	he	arrived.	Thank	you	all	for	your	valuable	comments!	We	often	speak	of	only	two	distinct	categories	âââââdirect	speech	and	indirect/reported	speech.
Items	with	a	function	of	pointing	(deixis)	are	altered	(present	time	to	the	past;	next	words	changed	to	one's	own	words	[eg'aqui'para'lÃ¡','agora'para'entÃ£o','amanã£'o	next	day'])	Other	have	used	the	word	"free	indirect	speech"	representing	an	indirect	category.	The	category	"in	between"	occurs	more	often	in	speech	and	prose	literal.	I	would	see	the
backshifted	versães	(2,	4)	as	representing	the	stereotypical	style	of	speech	reported,	and	this	©	the	version	i	usually	use	myself	in	normal	situations.
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