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How	to	make	a	sectional	from	pallets

Our	garden	is	the	farm's	pride	and	joy.	We	love	spending	time	in	it,	and	preparing	meals	out	of	our	fresh	produce.The	internet	is	saturated	with	brilliant	uses	of	old	pallets.	Because	we	are	able	to	get	large	quantities	of	them	for	free	from	a	local	hardware	store,	we	use	them	in	a	variety	of	ways	around	the	farm.	We	use	pallets	as	gates,	animal	pens,
short	stretches	of	fence,	and	hay	feeders.	We	put	them	on	the	ground	around	our	hydrants	to	keep	from	walking	on	mud	and	ice,	and	to	keep	feed	from	sitting	directly	on	the	ground.	I	have	read	they	make	really	beautiful	deck	furniture,	but	that's	a	project	for	another	year.Bring	Life	to	Barren	GroundThis	year,	we	really	wanted	to	use	pallets	in	the
garden.	Getting	inspiration	from	all	the	ideas	out	there,	we	wanted	to	utilize	them	in	a	way	that	really	complemented	our	own	setup.We	decided	to	use	them	as	garden	beds	on	top	of	our	mulched	areas.	When	we	want	to	expand	our	garden,	we	cover	the	proposed	area	with	old	tarps	for	a	year	or	two.	This	chokes	out	the	grass	and	weeds	before	we
prepare	the	new	bed.	Thanks	to	the	pallet	garden	beds,	we	are	able	to	turn	these	otherwise	unproductive	areas	into	temporary	garden	plots	with	minimal	weed	interference.Easy	Raised	Bed	GardeningPallet	garden	beds	have	several	advantages.	They	provide	good	drainage	and	warm	up	nicely	in	the	spring,	but	unlike	traditional	raised	beds,	they	are
cheap	or	free.	The	boards	on	the	top	significantly	improve	weeding	by	covering	a	large	percent	of	the	soil	and	smothering	out	the	weeds.	The	boards	also	keep	your	seeds	planted	in	nice	straight	rows	which	makes	weeding	around	tender	seedlings	easy.We	used	seven	pallets	as	a	trial	run.	We	set	the	pallets	end-to-end	in	two	rows	directly	on	top	of	the
tarps.	Then	we	nailed	scrap	lumber	over	the	open	ends	and	on	the	small	openings	along	the	side	to	keep	the	soil	from	falling	out.Step	One:	Fill	Them	UpWe	filled	the	pallets	about	3/4	full	with	compost.	It	took	about	one	and	half	large	wheelbarrows	fill	each	pallet.	Make	sure	to	really	pack	the	compost	into	all	the	corners	with	your	hands,	otherwise	it
will	sink	too	much	as	it	settles.	We	used	compost	from	our	compost	bins,	but	you	could	use	any	type	of	soil,	compost,	or	mix	that	you	have	available.As	a	word	of	warning...don't	pick	up	or	try	to	move	the	pallets	after	you	have	filled	them.	All	the	dirt	falls	out	and	you	have	to	start	again.	I'm	sure	most	people	with	think	this	through,	but	just	an	FYI	for
all	the	people	like	me.We	filled	up	the	pallets	with	topsoil,	and	they	were	ready	to	go!Step	Two:	PlantingWe	planted	lettuce,	chard,	kale,	spinach,	and	radishes	in	ours,	and	the	seeds	all	germinated	quickly.	We	planted	a	few	rows	of	each	variety	a	week,	and	we	had	a	bountiful	harvest	throughout	the	year.These	pallet	garden	beds	work	well	for	leafy
greens	and	other	shallow-root	vegetables.	If	you	do	plant	crops	such	as	radishes	or	beets,	make	sure	to	harvest	them	small,	or	perhaps	choose	cylindrical	varieties,	as	large	roots	will	not	fit	between	the	boards.	Vegetables	such	as	carrots	are	generally	too	long	and	will	grow	out	the	bottom	of	the	pallets.Portable	GardenAt	the	end	of	the	growing
season,	we	picked	up	the	pallets	and	shook	out	the	soil.	Then	we	moved	the	tarps	and	pallets	to	a	new	spot,	and	we	are	ready	for	another	year	of	pallet	gardening.This	content	is	accurate	and	true	to	the	best	of	the	author’s	knowledge	and	is	not	meant	to	substitute	for	formal	and	individualized	advice	from	a	qualified	professional.©	2021	Bellwether
Farming	The	Housing	and	Community	Development	Act	of	1974	created	the	Section	8	federal	housing	subsidy	program.	Section	8	participants	pay	about	one-third	of	their	personal	income	in	rent;	federal	subsidies	through	local	housing	authorities	pay	the	difference	between	the	Fair	Market	Rent	(FMR)	and	the	amount	paid	by	Section	8	renters.
According	to	the	"American	Heritage	Dictionary	of	Business	Terms,"	FMRs	are	"U.S.	Department	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	rent	estimates	used	to	determine	the	eligibility	of	rental	housing	units	for	housing	assistance	payments.	The	estimates	are	designed	to	be	high	enough	to	ensure	an	adequate	supply	of	rental	units,	but	low	enough	to
serve	as	many	families	as	possible."	The	purpose	of	Section	8	housing	is	to	ensure	affordable	housing	for	low-income	Americans.	There	are	many	alternative	means	to	providing	affordable	housing:	subsidies	from	other	federal	resources,	state	or	municipal	resources,	private	resources	or	some	combination.	Federal	agencies,	from	the	U.S.	Department
of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	(HUD)	to	the	Federal	Emergency	Management	Agency	(FEMA),	have	housing	resources.	The	federal	budget	also	has	discretionary	funds	to	meet	needs	that	are	not	specifically	addressed	by	its	many	bureaus.	HU)	has	housing	resources	providing	alternatives	to	Section	8.	One	such	resource	is	the	ability	to	lend
money	to	municipalities	at	favorable	interest	rates	for	the	provision	of	affordable	housing.	HUD	and	other	federal	bureaus	may	also	provide	grants	to	subsidize	the	creation	or	renovation	of	affordable	housing	in	a	specific	area.	As	federal	funding	for	Section	8	housing	decreases,	resources	closer	to	home,	so	to	speak,	may	need	to	be	tapped.	The	New
York	Division	of	Housing	and	Community	Renewal	is	a	state	organization	providing	funds	to	nonprofits	throughout	New	York	with	community-specific	housing	needs.	Other	states	may	have	similar	housing	subsidy	programs.	Cities,	large	or	small,	have	great	incentive	to	take	up	the	slack	in	federal	voucher	programs,	if	Section	8	housing	is	reduced	or
the	local	need	for	low-cost	housing	increases.	In	New	York,	for	example,	the	Department	of	Housing	Preservation	and	Development	began	funding	thousands	of	federal	vouchers	that	would	have	gone	unpaid	and	resulted	in	struggling	families	being	left	without	affordable	shelter.	Community	organizations	with	nonprofit	status	are	funded	by	a	variety
of	sources,	from	local	businesses,	individuals,	grants	and	other	government	entities.	State	governments	often	publish	lists	of	community	resources	and	have	regional	offices	that	help	organize	an	disseminate	resources.	Local	businesses	and	active	community	members	are	vital	sources	of	help,	because	adequate	housing	needs	are	essential	to	a	healthy
local	economy	and	culture.	Pretty	self	explanatory.	Tops	go	on	bottoms	leaving	a	void	where	the	drawers	will	go.	I	fastened	the	tops	and	bottoms	together	with	hurricane	straps.	Pieces	of	galvanized	steel	with	holes	in	them	for	screws.	I	used	about	10	screws	per	strap	and	used	8	straps,	4	on	each	side.	When	I	was	done	with	that,	I	bolted	the	two	sets
of	tops	and	bottoms	together	with	a	3"	bolt.	It	turns	out	I	could	have	used	a	2.5"	bolt	and	countersunk	the	head	and	nut	to	get	a	more	seamless	appearance,	but	alas,	that	would	have	involved	another	trip	to	the	hardware	store.	And	I	was	tired.	We	had	loads	of	wood	being	stored	in	our	outhouse,	it's	a	little	bit	damp	in	there	and	some	of	the	wood	was
starting	to	go	mouldy.	In	the	shops,	a	wood	store	this	size	was	between	Â£200	and	Â£275.	This	one	cost	me	bout	Â£10	for	the	ply,	Â£5	for	the	stain,	and	I	had	to	buy	a	crowbar,	again	for	about	Â£5.	The	pallets	were	free	and	I	already	had	screws,	nails	etc	from	building	my	blanket	box.	After	seeing	loads	of	pallet	instructables,	I	thought	I	would	give	a
woodstore	a	go.	First	job	was	to	acquire	some	pallets.	I	had	access	to	some	from	work,	but	could	only	fit	a	few	in	my	car	at	a	time.	Therefore	I	took	pallets	apart	as	I	got	them.	Taking	them	apart	was	much	easier	than	I	anticipated,	but	obviously	lost	a	few	panels	as	I	went	along.	A	pallet	is	a	horizontal	platform	typically	affixed	to	a	superstructure	and	a
bottom	deck.	It	allows	it	to	be	lifted	and	moved	by	material	handling	equipment	such	as	lift	trucks	and	conveyors,	as	well	as	to	be	placed	in	appropriate	storage	systems	and	transport	vehicles.	The	pallet	provides	the	base	for	assembling,	storing,	handling,	and	transporting	materials	and	products.	Additionally,	a	pallet	provides	protection	to	the
product	on	it.	The	pallet	is	the	most	common	base	for	the	unit	load.	The	unit	load	is	a	system	which	includes	the	pallet,	goods	stacked	atop	it,	as	well	as	the	stretch	wrap,	adhesive,	pallet	collar,	or	other	means	of	unit	load	stabilization.		The	history	of	pallets	has	been	integral	to	the	development	of	modern	logistics.	Additional	refinements	were	added
to	pallet	design	and	management	during	World	War	II.	For	example,	pallet	reuse	in	the	supply	chain	became	increasingly	practiced.	The	pallet	pooling	concept	began	to	be	seriously	discussed	during	this	time	and	has	evolved	into	a	key	strategy	for	pallet	suppliers.	There	are	various	common	pallet	materials.	The	wood	pallet	dominates	the
marketplace,	followed	by	other	materials,	including	plastic,	paper,	wood	composite,	and	metal	pallets.		Wood	pallets	offer	a	great	combination	of	weight,	stiffness,	durability,	and	cost.	Also,	there	is	a	widespread	pallet	recycling	infrastructure	which	helps	promote	the	refurbishment	and	reuse	of	wood	pallets.	Custom	pallets	sizes	can	be	easily
fabricated	from	timber	components.	Plastic	pallets	typically	are	more	expensive	than	wood	pallets	for	comparable	applications	but	are	valued	for	such	attributes	as	extreme	durability,	the	precision	of	manufacture,	and	ease	of	sanitation.	Other	important	buying	considerations	include	pallet	weight,	and	considerations	for	export	pallets,	such	as	ISPM-
15	compliance	or	exemption	for	international	shipping.	Plastic	is	the	second	most	common	material	used	for	pallets.	Plastic	pallets	can	be	composed	of	durable,	high-performance	design,	or	lightweight	and	inexpensive,	suitable	for	export.	Non-timber	pallets	are	exempt	from	ISPM	15	requirements.	As	such,	they	have	become	increasingly	popular	for
export.	The	National	Wooden	Pallet	and	Container	Association's	Uniform	Standard	for	Wood	Pallets	begin	by	classifying	pallets	as	either	stringer	or	block.	It	then	goes	on	to	differentiate	the	common	entry	types	of	wood	pallets,	which	refers	to	how	many	directions	they	may	be	entered	by	pallet	trucks	and	forklifts.	These	include	two-way	entry	pallets,
which	can	be	entered	at	either	end;	four-way	pallets,	which	can	be	entered	from	all	four	sides;	and	partial	four-way	entry	pallets,	which	can	be	entered	by	forklifts	and	pallet	trucks	at	each	end,	but	only	by	forklifts	through	notched	stringers	on	the	sides.	Pallet	style	refers	to	whether	a	pallet	has	a	single	or	double	face	(single	or	both	top	and	bottom
deck),	and	whether	a	pallet	is	reversible	(either	side	can	be	used	for	the	top	deck)	or	non-reversible	(having	top	and	bottom	deck	but	only	one	intended	for	use	as	a	top	deck).	The	standard	also	discusses	top	and	bottom	deck	options.	A	single-faced	pallet	is	also	known	as	a	skid.	Nestable	skids	can	provide	additional	benefits	such	as	empty	pallet
stacking	efficiency,	for	example,	having	a	three	to	one	stacking	ratio.		Although	pallets	may	be	fabricated	to	various	custom	sizes,	there	are	some	typical	sizes	that	are	most	commonly	used.	It	should	be	pointed	out	that	in	describing	the	size	of	pallets,	one	starts	with	the	stringer	or	stringer	board	length,	first,	followed	by	the	pallet	width,	typically	the
length	of	the	deck	boards.	The	main	pallet	size	or	pallet	dimension	in	North	America	is	48x40	inches.	There	are	six	pallet	sizes	recognized	by	ISO.	Here	is	a	list,	including	the	region	most	commonly	used:	1219x1016	(48x40	inches)	–	North	America	1000x1200	–	Europe	and	Asia	1165x1165	–	Australia	1067x1067	–	North	America,	Europe,	and	Asia
1100x1100	–	Asia	800x1200	-	Europe	Sectionalism	is	the	expression	of	loyalty	or	support	for	a	particular	region	of	one’s	country,	rather	than	to	the	country	as	a	whole.	In	contrast	to	simple	feelings	of	local	pride,	sectionalism	arises	from	deeper	cultural,	economic,	or	political	differences	and	can	lead	to	violent	civil	strife,	including	insurrection.	In	the
United	States,	for	example,	the	enslavement	of	African	people	created	feelings	of	sectionalism	that	eventually	led	to	the	Civil	War	fought	between	Southerners,	who	supported	it,	and	Northerners,	who	opposed	it.	In	this	context,	sectionalism	is	considered	the	opposite	of	nationalism—the	belief	that	national	interests	should	always	be	placed	ahead	of
regional	concerns.	On	June	16,	1858,	three	years	before	the	Civil	War,	then	U.S.	Senate	candidate	and	future	president	of	the	United	States	Abraham	Lincoln	prophetically	warned	that	“A	house	divided	against	itself	cannot	stand.”	In	these	words,	Lincoln	was	referring	to	the	deepening	regional	divisions	over	the	enslavement	of	African	people
threatening	to	tear	the	young	nation	apart.	The	regional	divisions	Lincoln	spoke	of	had	first	appeared	during	the	nation’s	great	westward	expansion	that	began	in	the	early	1800s.	The	industrial	East	and	Northeast	were	angered	to	see	their	youngest,	most	able	workers	lured	away	by	new	opportunities	in	the	growing	Western	territories.	At	the	same
time,	the	West	was	developing	its	sectionalist	feelings	based	on	the	settlers’	shared	sense	of	independent	“rugged	individualism,”	and	a	belief	that	they	were	being	disrespected	and	exploited	by	rich	Eastern	businessmen.	While	enslavement	was	also	expanding	into	the	West,	most	people	in	the	North	still	largely	ignored	it.	By	far	the	strongest	and
most	visible	feelings	of	sectionalism	during	the	1850s	were	growing	in	the	South.	Set	aside	by	its	dependence	on	agriculture,	rather	than	industry,	the	South	considered	enslavement—already	largely	abolished	in	the	North—essential	to	its	economic	and	cultural	survival.	In	truth,	however,	fewer	than	1,800	individuals	of	the	South’s	total	White
population	of	over	6	million	owned	more	than	100	slaves	in	1850.	These	large	plantation	owners	were	held	in	great	esteem	and	considered	to	be	the	economic,	and	political	leaders	of	the	South.	As	such,	their	cultural	values—including	virtually	unanimous	support	of	the	enslavement	of	African	people—came	to	be	shared	by	all	levels	of	Southern
society.	The	percentage	of	slaves	in	the	population	in	each	county	of	the	slave-holding	states	in	1860.	US	Coast	Guard/Wikimedia	Commons/Public	Domain	The	South’s	disdain	for	the	North	increased	as	the	U.S.	Congress,	then	controlled	by	Northerners,	voted	to	annex	one	new	Western	territory	after	another	on	the	condition	that	enslavement	would
never	be	allowed	within	their	borders.	The	sectionalist	conflict	between	the	North	and	the	South	reached	new	heights	in	1854	when	Congress	passed	the	Kansas-Nebraska	Act	annexing	the	vast	territory	between	the	Missouri	River	and	the	Rocky	Mountains.	Though	it	had	been	intended	to	ease	sectional	tensions	by	offering	a	lasting	solution	to	the
contentious	issue	of	enslavement,	the	bill	had	the	opposite	effect.	When	both	Nebraska	and	Kansas	were	eventually	admitted	to	the	Union	as	free	states,	the	South	resolved	to	defend	enslavement	at	all	costs.	When	Abraham	Lincoln	was	elected	president	in	1860,	the	South	saw	secession	as	the	only	way	it	could	retain	enslavement.	After	South
Carolina	became	the	first	state	to	withdraw	from	the	Union	on	December	20,	1860,	the	ten	states	of	the	lower	South	soon	followed.	Half-hearted	attempts	by	outgoing	President	James	Buchanan	to	stop	secession	had	failed.	In	Congress,	a	proposed	compromise	measure	intended	to	appease	the	South	by	extending	the	1850	Missouri	Compromise	line
dividing	free	and	pro-slavery	states	to	the	Pacific	Ocean	also	failed.	When	federal	military	forts	in	the	South	began	to	be	overrun	by	secessionist	forces,	the	war	became	inevitable.	Abraham	Lincoln,	the	16th	President	of	the	United	States	of	America,	making	his	famous	'Gettysburg	Address'	speech,	November	19,	1863.	Library	Of	Congress/Getty
Images	On	April	12,	1861,	less	than	a	month	after	President	Abraham	Lincoln	had	been	inaugurated,	Southern	forces	attacked	Fort	Sumter,	South	Carolina.	Driven	by	the	divisive	effects	of	sectionalism	in	America,	the	Civil	War—the	bloodiest	conflict	in	the	nation’s	history—had	formally	begun.	While	enslavement	in	the	United	States	is	perhaps	the
most	often-cited	example	of	sectionalism,	deep	regional	differences	have	also	played	roles	in	the	development	of	other	countries.	Among	the	four	constituent	countries	of	the	United	Kingdom,	sectionalism	has	figured	most	prominently	in	the	development	of	modern	Scotland,	where	strongly	sectionalist	political	factions	and	parties	first	appeared	in	the
1920s.	Most	prominent	among	these	was	the	Scottish	National	League	(SNL),	formed	in	London	in	1921.	Created	by	leaders	of	earlier	sectionalist	parties	(the	Highland	Land	League	and	the	National	Committee),	the	SNL	campaigned	for	Scottish	independence	reflecting	the	old	traditions	of	Gaelic	popular	sovereignty.	Eventually,	the	United	Kingdom
granted	the	Scottish	Parliament	the	authority	to	control	Scotland’s	laws,	court	system,	and	domestic	affairs,	while	the	U.K.	Parliament	retained	control	of	defense	and	national	security.	In	1928,	the	Scottish	National	League	reorganized	as	the	National	Party	of	Scotland,	and	in	1934	merged	with	the	Scottish	Party	to	form	the	Scottish	National	Party,
which	today	continues	to	work	for	full	Scottish	independence	from	the	United	Kingdom	and	the	rest	of	the	European	Union.	In	1977,	the	once	French	colony	of	Quebec	began	a	movement	to	gain	its	independence	from	Canada	as	its	own	sovereign	French-speaking	country.	Quebec	is	the	only	Canadian	province	in	which	French-speaking	citizens	make
up	the	majority,	while	English	speakers	are	an	officially	recognized	minority	group.	According	to	the	2011	Canadian	census,	nearly	86%	of	Quebec’s	population	speaks	French	at	home,	while	less	than	5%	of	the	population	is	unable	to	speak	French.	However,	the	French-speaking	people	of	Quebec	feared	that	continued	Canadian	control	would	erode
their	language	and	culture.	In	1980	and	again	in	1995,	Quebec	held	referendum	votes	to	decide	whether	to	remain	a	Canadian	province	or	become	an	independent	country.	Though	the	margin	was	significantly	smaller	in	the	1995	referendum,	independence	was	rejected	in	both	votes,	leaving	Quebec	under	the	control	of	the	Canadian	government.
However,	as	a	result	of	the	independence	movement,	the	Canadian	government	granted	northern	Quebec’s	indigenous	Inuit	people	a	degree	of	self-governance,	helping	them	to	maintain	their	traditional	language	and	culture.	BARCELONA,	SPAIN	-	OCTOBER	26:	Over	300,000	people	protest	in	Barcelona	over	the	jailing	of	Catalan	politicians	who
organised	the	the	2017	referendum	on	October	26,	2019	in	Barcelona,	Spain.	Catalan	pro-independence	protesters	demonstrated	against	the	recent	jailing	of	Catalan	separatist	politicians.	Guy	Smallman	/	Getty	Images	Sectionalism	can	currently	be	found	playing	itself	out	in	the	Spanish	region	of	Catalonia,	a	semi-autonomous	region	of	about	7.5
million	people	in	northeast	Spain.	The	wealthy	region	has	its	own	language,	parliament,	police	force,	flag,	and	anthem.	Fiercely	loyal	to	their	land,	Catalans	had	long	complained	that	the	Spanish	government	in	Madrid	devoted	a	disproportionately	large	share	of	their	tax	dollars	to	poorer	parts	of	Spain.	In	an	October	1,	2017	referendum,	that	had
been	declared	illegal	by	the	Spanish	Constitutional	Court,	about	90%	of	Catalan	voters	backed	independence	from	Spain.	On	October	27,	the	separatist-controlled	Catalan	parliament	declared	independence.	In	retaliation,	Madrid	imposed	direct	constitution	rule	over	Catalonia	for	the	first	time	in	its	1,000-year	history.	The	Spanish	government	fired
the	Catalan	leaders,	dissolved	the	region’s	parliament,	and	on	December	21,	2017,	held	a	special	election,	won	by	Spanish	nationalist	parties.	The	former	Catalan	president,	Carles	Puigdemont,	fled	and	remains	wanted	in	Spain,	accused	of	raising	a	rebellion.	After	the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union	in	1991,	the	former	Cold	War	Soviet	satellite	country
of	Ukraine	became	an	independent	unitary	state.	However,	some	regions	of	Ukraine	remained	heavily	populated	by	Russian	loyalists.	This	split	sectionalist	loyalty	resulted	in	rebellions	in	eastern	regions	of	Ukraine,	including	the	self-declared	republics	of	the	Donetsk	People’s	Republic,	the	Luhansk	People's	Republic,	and	the	peninsula	of	Crimea.	In
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