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Where	was	sign	language	invented

Where	was	sign	language	created.	Where	did	sign	language	come	from.

The	documented	history	of	gesual	language	in	Western	societies	begins	in	the	17th	century,	as	a	visual	language	or	method	of	communication,	although	references	to	forms	of	communication	with	gestures	of	hands	date	back	to	Greece	in	the	5th	century	BC.	The	sign	language	consists	of	a	system	of	conventional	gestures,	mymics,	hand	signs	and
spelling,	as	well	as	the	use	of	hand	positions	to	represent	the	letters	of	the	alphabet.	Signs	can	also	represent	complete	ideas	or	phrases,	not	only	individual	words.	Most	sign	languages	are	natural	languages,	different	in	the	construction	of	the	nearby	oral	languages	and	are	mainly	used	by	the	deaf	to	communicate.	Development	of	sign	language
Giovanni	Pablo	Bonet,	Reduction	of	letters	and	art	to	teach	to	speak	to	mutes	(Madrid,	1620).	One	of	the	first	written	testimonies	of	a	sign	language	dates	back	to	the	5th	century	BC,	in	the	Cratylus	of	Plato,	where	Socrate	says:	“If	we	didn’t	have	a	voice	or	a	language,	and	we	wanted	to	express	each	other,	we	wouldn’t	try	to	move	our	hands,	head	and
body,	how	do	stupid	people	do	today?”[1]	The	first	subsequent	use	of	sign	language	was	recorded	in	60	AD.	The	first	chapter	of	the	Gospel	of	Luke	reports	that	the	angel	Gabriel	made	Zechariah,	the	father	of	John	the	Baptist,	unable	to	speak	because	of	his	incredulity.	In	Luke	1:62	it	is	written:	And	they	made	signs	to	his	father,	as	he	wanted	him	to
call	him.	The	word	"signs"	in	this	passage	is	translated	from	the	Greek	word	"enneuo",	which	means:	nodding,	i.e.	calling	or	communicating	with	gestures"[2]	making	signs.	There	are	two	other	references	to	a	similar	Greek	word	(neuo)	found	in	the	New	Testament	in	John	13:24	and	in	Acts	24:10.[3]	In	the	Middle	Ages,	the	languages	of	monastic	signs
were	used	by	a	number	of	religious	orders	in	Europe.	However,	it	was	not	true	"languages	of	signs",	but	rather	well-developed	systems	of	gesture	communication.	Moreover,	they	did	not	make	vows	of	total	silence	–	despite	the	popular	belief,	the	vows	of	total	silence	were	developed	only	by	some	orders	from	the	17th	century.	The	Rule	of	St.	Benedict
forbade	the	conversation	only	in	some	parts	of	the	monastery	or	in	certain	hours	of	the	day.	Until	the	19th	century,	most	of	the	knowledge	on	the	languages	of	historical	signs	was	limited	to	manual	alphabets	(type-writing	systems)	invented	to	facilitate	the	transfer	of	words	from	an	oral	language	to	one	of	the	signs,	rather	than	to	document	the
language	of	the	signs	itself.	Many	sign	languages	have	developed	independently	around	the	world,	and	no	first	sign	language	can	be	identified.	Both	the	signed	systems	and	manual	alphabets	have	been	found	all	over	the	world,	and	although	most	of	the	recorded	cases	of	sign	languages	appear	to	occur	in	Europe	in	the	17th	century,	it	is	possible	that
popular	European	ideals	have	obscured	much	of	the	attention	that	signed	systems	would	otherwise	receive.	When	John	of	Beverley,	bishop	of	York,	taught	a	deafish	person	to	speak	in	685	AD,	he	was	considered	a	miracle	and	was	then	canonized[4].	Generally,	the	philosophies	connecting	language	(speaking)	and	intelligence	persisted	well	in
Enlightenment.	Such	hegemonic	ideas	can	prevent	the	recognition	of	the	historical	data	of	certain	groups	for	which	sign	languages	were	an	integral	part.	Before	the	17th	century,	however,	groups	of	deaf	people	may	have	already	lived	together	in	communities,	where	even	in	small	numbers	may	have	communicated	through	basic	signage	systems.	In
Native	American	communities	before	1492,	for	example,	it	seems	that	one	or	more	signed	systems	existed	as	a	lingua	franca	that	the	neighboring	tribes	used	to	communicate	with	each	other.[5]	A	remarkable	example	is	the	sign	languageof	the	plains.	The	Native	American	Communities	believed	that	deaf	born	were	physically	and	mentally	capable,
while	Europeans,	starting	from	the	exhortation	of	Pedro	Ponce	de	LeÃƒ3n,	would	not	be	started	to	believe	it	believe	it	At	the	end	of	the	16th	century.[5]	The	accounts	of	this	signature	indicate	that	these	languages	were	rather	complex,	as	ethnographers	such	as	Cabeza	de	Vaca	described	in	detail	the	communications	between	them	and	Native
Americans	that	were	conducted	with	the	signs.	A	number	of	Martha’s	Vineyard	settlers	from	a	community	in	Kent,	England,	for	example,	appeared	to	be	carriers	of	deaf	genes,	which	led	to	a	high	density	of	deaf	individuals	on	the	island	beginning	in	1700,	peaking	around	1840.[4]	the	development	of	what	is	now	known	as	Marthaâs	Vineyard	Sign
Language,	a	language	used	by	both	hearing	and	deaf	islanders.	Years	earlier,	their	Kentish	ancestors,	too,	may	have	had	a	number	of	deaf	community	members	and	developed	their	own	signing	system	as	well.	Even	earlier,	between	1500	and	1700,	it	seems	that	members	of	the	Ottoman	Turkish	court	used	a	signed	form	of	communication	(Miles).
Many	wanted	servants	were	deaf,	because,	according	to	some,	they	were	considered	quieter	and	more	reliable.	Many	diplomats	and	other	court	hearers,	however,	learned	and	communicated	with	each	other	through	this	signature	system,	which	was	transmitted	by	the	deaf	members	of	the	court[6].	In	1620,	Juan	Pablo	Bonet	published	ReducciÃ3n	de
las	letras	y	arte	para	enseÃÂ±ar	a	talk	a	los	mudos	(“Reduction	of	Letters	and	Art	to	Teach	the	Mute	to	Speak”)	in	Madrid.[7]	It	is	considered	the	first	modern	treatise	on	phonetics	and	speech	therapy,	which	establishes	a	method	of	oral	education	for	children	who	have	been	taught	the	language.	deaf	people	through	the	use	of	hand	signs,	in	the	form
of	a	hand	alphabet,	to	improve	communication	with	the	deaf.	It	is	assumed	that	Pedro	Ponce	de	LeÃ3n	developed	the	first	manual	alphabet	from	which	Juan	Pablo	Bonet	derived	his	writings.[8]	Chirology	Chirogramma,	1644.	In	Britain,	manual	alphabets	were	also	used	for	a	variety	of	purposes,	such	as	secret	communication,[9]	public	speaking,	or
communication	by	deaf	people.[10]	In	1648,	John	Bulwer	described	“Master	Babington”,	a	deaf	expert	in	the	use	of	the	manual	alphabet,	“prototype.”	His	wife	could	easily	converse	with	him,	even	in	the	dark,	with	the	use	of	a	tactile	signature.	In	1680,	George	Dalgarno	published	the	Didascalocophus,	or	“The	Tutor	of	the	Deaf	Mans”,[12]	in	which	he
presented	his	own	method	of	educating	the	deaf,	including	an	“artrological”	alphabet,	where	the	letters	are	pointed	to	different	joints	of	the	fingers	and	palm	of	the	left	hand.	Arthrological	systems	had	been	used	by	hearing	people	for	some	time;[13]	some	have	speculated	that	they	can	be	traced	back	to	the	early	Ogham	handwritten	alphabets.[14][15]
The	vowels	of	this	alphabet	have	survived	in	contemporary	alphabets	used	in	British	Sign	Language,	Auslan,	and	New	Zealand	Sign	Language.	The	first	known	printed	images	of	consonants	in	the	modern	two-handed	alphabet	appeared	in	1698	with	Digiti	Lingua,	a	pamphlet	written	by	an	anonymous	author	who	was	unable	to	speak.[16]	He	suggested
that	the	manual	alphabet	could	also	be	used	by	the	dumb,	for	silence	and	secrecy,	or	for	the	purpose	of	writing	a	booklet.	pure	entertainment.	Nine	of	its	letters	can	be	traced	back	to	earlier	alphabets,	and	17	letters	of	the	modern	two-handed	alphabet	are	found	between	the	two	sets	of	26	hand	shapes	depicted.	Charles	de	La	Fin	published	a	book	in
1692	in	which	he	described	an	alphabetical	system	in	which	the	pointing	to	a	part	of	the	body	represented	the	first	letter	of	the	part	(e.g.	Brow=B),	and	the	vowels	were	placed	on	the	fingertips	as	in	other	English	systems.[17]	He	described	the	codes	for	both	English	and	for	In	1720,	the	English	manual	alphabet	had	found	more	or	less	its	present
form.[18]	The	descendants	of	this	alphabet	were	used	by	deaf	communities	(or	at	least	in	School)	in	the	former	British	colonies	India,	Australia,	New	Zealand,	Uganda	and	South	Africa,	as	well	as	in	the	republics	and	provinces	of	the	former	Yugoslavia,	Grand	Cayman	Island	in	the	Caribbean,	Indonesia,	Norway,	Germany	and	the	United	States.	In
France,	the	first	sign	sign	developed	in	the	18th	century.	The	ancient	French	sign	language	was	used	in	the	deaf	community	of	Paris	before	Abbé	Charles	Michel	de	lÃÂ¤pÃ©e	began	his	school	for	the	deaf	in	Paris	in	1760.	LâÃÂ¤pÃÂ©e’s	lectures	were	based	on	his	observations	of	deaf	people	signing	with	their	hands	in	the	streets	of	Paris.
Synthesized	with	French	grammar,	it	has	evolved	into	French	sign	language.	Laurent	Clerc,	a	graduate	and	former	teacher	in	Paris,	went	to	the	United	States	with	Thomas	Hopkins	Gallaudet	to	found	the	American	School	for	the	Deaf	in	Hartford.	The	eighteenth	permanent	school	for	the	deaf	was	founded	in	Hartford,	Connecticut;	others	followed.	In
1817,	Clerc	and	Gallaudet	founded	the	American	Asylum	for	the	Deaf	and	Dumb	(now	the	American	School	for	the	Deaf).	In	1864,	a	college	for	the	deaf	was	established	in	Washington,	D.C.	Its	certificate	of	qualification	was	signed	by	Abraham	Lincoln	and	was	called	“The	National	Deaf-Mute	College”	(later	“Gallaudet	College”	(1894)	and	later
renamed	“Gallaudet	University”).	Engravings	of	reduction	of	letters	and	art	to	teach	the	mute	to	speak	(Bonet,	1620):	A.B,	C,	D.E,	F,	G.H,	I,	L.M,	N.O,	P,	Q.R,	S,	T.V,	X,	Y,	Z.	See	also	American	Sign	Language	References	^	Bauman,	Dirksen	(2008).	Open	your	eyes:	Deaf	studies	that	speak.	University	of	Minnesota	Press.	ISBN	0-8166-4619-8.	^	Greek
Dictionary	of	the	New	Testament,	James	Strong,	S.T.D.,	LL.D.	^	James	Swanson,	Dictionary	of	Biblical	Languages	with	Semantic	Domains:	Greek	(New	Testament)	(Oak	Harbor:	Logos	Research	Systems,	Inc.,	1997).	^	a	b	Groce,	Nora	Ellen	(1985).	Everyone	here	spoke	sign	language:	Hereditary	Deafness	on	Martha’s	Vineyard.	Harvard	University
Press.	^	a	b	Nielsen,	K.E.	(2012).	A	history	of	disability	of	the	United	States.	The	Beacon	Press.	ISBN	9	780	807	022	047.	^	Miles,	M.	(2000)	Â”Signature	in	the	seraglio:	mutes,	dwarves	and	jokes	at	the	Ottoman	court	1500-1700.Â”	^	Pablo	Bonet,	J.	de	(1620)	Reduction	of	letters	and	Art	to	teach	to	ablate	the	Mudos.	Ed.	Abarca	de	Angulo,	Madrid,
facsimile	copy	accessible	in	the	“Reduction	of	letters	and	art	to	teach	to	ablate	the	mute”.	Miguel	de	Cervantes	Virtual	Library.	Archived	from	the	original	on	2021-10-04.	Retrieved	2021-10-17.,	online	scan	of	the	book.	^	Daniels,	Marilyn	(1997).	Benedictine	roots	in	the	development	of	education	for	the	deaf:	listening	with	the	heart.	Westport,	Conn.:
Bergin	&	Garvey.	ISBN	978-0	897	895	002.	^	Wilkins,	John	(1641).	Mercury,	the	Swift	Messenger	and	Silent.	The	book	is	a	work	of	cryptography,	and	spelling	has	been	defined	as	a	method	of	“secret	speech,	through	signs	and	gestures”.	Wilkins	gave	an	example	of	such	a	system:	“The	apex	of	the	fingers	means	the	five	vowels;	the	middle	parts,	the
first	five	consonants;	the	bottom	of	the	fingers,	the	five	consonants.	the	spaces	between	the	fingers,	the	next	furnace.	A	finger	on	the	side	of	the	hand	can	mean	T.	Two	fingers	V	the	consonant;	Three	W’s.	Little	finger	crossed	X.	Pulse	Y.	The	middle	of	the	hand	ZÂ.”	(1641:116-117)	^	John	Bulwer’s	Chirology:	or	the	natural	language	of	the	hand,
published	in	1644,	London,	mentions	the	use	of	alphabets	by	the	deaf,	although	Bulwer	presents	a	different	system	of	public	speaking.	^	Bulwer,	J.	(1648)	Philocopus,	or	the	Deaf	and	Dumbe	Mans	Friends	Fine,	London:	Humphrey	and	Moseley.	Dalgarno,	George.	Didascalocophus,	or,	The	tutor	of	the	deaf	and	dumb	mans.	Oxford:	Halton,	1680.	^	See
Wilkins	(1641)	above.	Wilkins	knew	that	the	systems	he	described	were	old,	and	he	refers	to	Bede’s	account	of	the	Greek	and	Roman	alphabets.	^	Â”Session	9.Â”	Bris.ac.uk.	2000-11-07.	Retrieved	28.09.2010	^	Montgomery,	G.	“The	Ancient	Origins	of	Sign	Handshapes”	Sign	Language	Studies	2	(3)	(2002):	322-334.	^	Moser	H.M.,	OâNeill	J.J.,	Oyer
H.J.,	Wolfe	S.M.,	Abernathy	E.A.,	and	Schowe,	B.M.	Â”Historical	Aspects	of	Manual	CommunicationÂ”	Journal	of	Speech	and	Hearing	Disorders	25	(1960)	and	Hay,	A.	and	Lee,	R.	A	pictorial	story	of	the	evolution	of	British	Manual	Alphabet	(British	History	History	Company	Publications:	Middlsex,	2004)	^	Charles	de	la	Pin	(1692).	Mirabilis	sigh,	or,	the
silent	language	in	which	one	can	learn	...	how	to	give	his	mind	to	his	friend,	in	any	language	...	be	a	wonderful	secret	estate	art	for	different	eras	in	Padua,	and	now	published	only	for	the	essay	and	prudent	...	London,	printed	for	Tho.	Salusbury	...	and	sold	by	Randal	Taylor	...	1692.	OCLC	27245872	^	Daniel	Defoe	(1720).	"Life	and	adventures	of	Mr.
Duncan	Campbell"	External	links	History	of	sign	language	in	the	United	States	(American	School	for	the	deaf	website).	History	of	the	Royal	National	Institute	for	Deaf	People	(Language	of	Signs	in	the	United	Kingdom).	American	Sign	Language	(ASL)	History	Lesson	Lesson	Pablo	Bonet,	J.	de	(1620)	Reduction	of	Las	Letras	Y	Arte	Para	Ensears	Â	±
ABR	Ablar	Los	Mudos,	HispÃ¡nica	Digital	Library	(BNE).	First	Bible	of	the	language	of	the	complete	sign	Recovered	by	"	"	=	HISTORY_OF_SIGN_LANGUAGE	&	OLDID	=	1050362639	"
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