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Abstract

This siudy aimed 0 mvestigste whether there s any significamt relationship between the
readabiliy and vocabulary prafile mclilang e most requent wonds (K1 wornds) and acadenuc
word list (AWL) of reading passages of Four Comers series which were EFL wexibooks. To
determine the readability of the texis, the Flesch-Kincaid {1975) readability test was used, while
the texis” academic word list and most fregquent wonds which were the indscators of vocabolary
profiler were calculated by Cobb's (2002) vocabulary profiber test. In order 1w analyze the daia
oblained Fearson Product-Moment comrelation coefficients were exploifed. With respect to the
relationship between readabality and most reguent wonds, there was po sipmificanl correlalion
between readabality and K1 words, This mseans that whatever the text is moee difficult, the
number of K1 words does not change while it was thought if the texit is more dafficult the number
of K1 words is lower, Concerming the relationshap between resdability and academic word list, o
significant comelation between readability and academic word kst was observed, either. In other
words, the readability of these fexis is nod due 1o their academic word list. I can be conchaded
that some other {actors such os sentence length, syntactic complexity, and bearmers” background
knowbedge might coambute 1o the difficulty of 1he pexis.

Reywords: Vocsbulary, reading comprehemsion, readability, word frequency, K1 words,
Academic Word List

Introduction

In the field of language leammg, vocabulary knowledge has been equated with suctess i
second Language (SL) or foreign language (FL) leaming with respect to different langaage skills
in a large pumber of siudies (Saville-Troke, 1984; Nation & Meara, 2002, Laufer & Gohbstein,
2004 o0 mame a few) Accordmgly, the imponance of wocabulary knowledge has been
emiphasized and vocabulary has been considensd as one of the most essential components of
language leaming. Several studies in second language (L2) have indicaled that vocabulary
knowledge 15 one of the best predictons of reading ability and the capabiliy o oblion new details
from texts {Read, 2000 Nanon, 3001 Qran, 2002),

Hu ard Mation (20000 and Schmiti (20000 also hold ihe opinien that the amount of
fanuliar and unfamibiar vocabulary s ope of the most sigmficant elements 0 disceming the
complication of a text. Likewise, Stahl (2003) maistaincd that the relaponship between
vocabulary and reading comprehension is o “robust” one and that vocabulary knowledge has
constiumly been the “loremsstl predcator of a text dafficulty”™ (p. Z41h In ks hime, Aklerson
(20000, p 35} saated that “coping with unknown words affects comprebension and redoces readang
enpeyment. Yocabulary knowledge s in fact ithe only amdl the best predictor of reading
comprehension”,
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