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THREE CRITICAL APPROACHES IN LITERARY CRITICISM:
AN EXAMPLE ANALYSIS ON MATTHEW ARNOLD'S DOVER BEACH

Anik Cahyaning Rahayu
Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya

Abstract. To approach a work of lterature can be dore in different ways. Seme appeoaches can be used 1o analyze
a Merary work, such as prychological, hisforical, sociological, ete. To analyze one literary work, mone than cne
approach can be applied. This srticle B in example of Jaalyting & poemn, Mattew Arnold's Dower Beach from threa
difterend erilical positions, the formaliag, the wkiclogsal, and pypchoanalylical. The formalind critics view work a3 a
cimnedids Besthrtic Sbprct. Wie may find whattwer w with i e work ad long o what weg Beed o im the wik itasil
This siaciolagarad orite widwd that 1o urdgriting Asmsld i Dionedy Beach”, vee musl kingw sameihing sbout The mags
intedeciual rocial curvent of Yeoiorian England and Foow Arnold respondsd 1o thisn. AN prychoansletic Critic akpme
that the development ol the psyche @ humans i anll o oUs Lo the desrelopment of the physigue. "Dover Beach' 5
richly sugpesiree of the Fundemental peychdc dilemma of man in dyvilizabion

Keywordi: approesh, formalil, iecaalogical, papchoanaltical

Literary ofiticism has 10 dowith the vadue
of literature, MS goodneds of Badress, not with
fhe  Ristory of Beraiure.  Because  value
padgenents. tend 1o be highly subjective, lively,
and sometimes oyen  Mrimonious, debates
among Blerary oftics afcompany their diverse
responses to and judgmants of the same work.
Thie juedgment a Berary ¢ritic makes about a
story or poem (s bound to reflect his own
chenshed values, The truth of the work of art Is,
obvicushy, wery different from the truth of 5
mathematical Tormula, Certainly, one’s attitude
toward war, religion, sew, and politics are
irmelevant 10 the truth of formula bt guite
redevant to one's judgment of a literary work.

¥iel, arry Exkmination of the broad range
ol literany orithcisen reveals that a group of orilics
(and all resders, uitimbbely, sre orilied) dhare
certain assumptions about ligeratune, These
ghared assamgtions govern the way the critic

spproached wock, the elements he tends 1o look
for amd emphasize, the details he finds
significant or insignificant, and finally, his overall
judgment of the value ol the work. To illusbrate
diverse  ontichl  methodolagies,  Matthew
Arnold’s poem “Dower Beach™ is choten, It |
spnalyred form three different critical positions:
the  Tormaliss, 1he  ocsdlogical, amd  the
peychaanalytic, These three criticl podilions sne
selecied not because they ane the ondy ones, bui
because they reprosent three majgor  and
distimgtive appraaches of literary oriticism that
may help readers (or cur stedents) formulate
iheir responses 1o a woek of liferajure,

it does nol meean that one approach s
more valid tham the others or that the Enes
dividirg the approaches aré adways dear and
distinct. Readers will, perhaps, discover one
spproach maore congenial io their temperament,
more “pbrue” o Chedr senie of (ke warld, 1than
Enciher. Again, they may find that some works
seemia lend thernsehaes 1o & different approach.
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Formalist Criticism

English 320

Faper #1: Formal Analysis of a Poem
B - 1600 words (4 - & pages)

Mlease refer to the syllabus for the due dale®

In a formal analysis of a poem (sometemes called an "cxplacation”™), you focus on the specific detaals of
the text—on the words, comsidenng bow the formal propenies of verse (what we've coverad i ihe first
five weels of class) contibute 1o some overall meaning or significance mn the fexl. Usually the analywis
moves through the test sequentially; ft discusses horw the eneaning of the text unfolds as readers make
their way through it. An explcatbon makes explicit the inyplscil poings of the poem, and then goes on fo
explain how the pocin does this by focusing on the formal propemics most relevant 1o the panicalar 1ext

A foamal apalysis is an argumentaiive and thesis-dniven paper-—it's mot just a smnary or & paraphrase of
the text. And while youll need o examane the pocm bearng m mind all the formal propertses of poctry,
your actual paper will focus only on thoae formal propertics most relevant (o this partsoular text.
Explacations usually move theoagh the ext soquentially, bt sl mechanically (that is. svold writang a
paper that's essentially o list; “In line one, the speaker says |, and the reader anderstands I=i
line two, be gpocs on 1o say . 2 ibe reader usderdands il |

in prepanng a formal analbyse, you should examene cvery formial asped of voree in the poem you'ne
analviang: speaker and tone, sibaation, lgarative language, rhetoncal strategics, struchene—inebuding
rhythm and rhoyme, verse fomm, and staseaic foem, Soene of these formal properiies will be more
important than others o any specific poem; you'll ultirately ignore m your actual paper those foermal
clements that are bess sagnaficant. (17 rhyme 1581 an issue n a poem, then doat mention i) Bu in wriling
your noges on the bext you should consader them all; a posen that docsn' sosnd as iF it thymes [miiaadly
may prove ko rely on inlernal thynse of nea rhoms, Don’t make assusmptions.

Your formal analyxis should by out a specific thesis about the poem (e.g, "In Gerard Manley Hopkans'
‘Sprng and Fall' a youang child’s mnocent and perhaps nalve responas g0 a natural evenl nspires an older
commpanion o recomsider the patare of husnan [oss™ ) the body of the paper should move theough the poem
systematically. For an examples, look ot Eagleion’s discassion of Robent Frost's "Stopping by Woods on
a Snoay Evenang® (96 - 99 Eaglewon focuses on what rhyme and meter inthe poem contribaste o iis
tone; be docsn’l devole nearly as mach lame o “symbols™ {although mosd poople will agree that thas poom
bemwds mscll v a symbolie readeng). Eagleton butlds 10 a thesis ahous (he poem. rather than stating the
thesis i the begenneng: you may of may mol be porsuaded by his imorpretation, bat 195 & good mesdel of
close miention 10 detail amd how sn sooamudstion of chservalbons (and especially focued obmervation )
can bead & a Grger dstcment abosd a texts meanmg. You might alwo consader b reading of
Wordsworth's “Soditary Reapor,” sibore be moves thevagh the poem a stamma at a time, as the reader
hersell’ expericnoss the pocm on a st reading (149 - 153)

o shoubd also refer io the bandout "Lt Crii Papers: What Faculiy Keow bai Don't Always Arisoulaig,®
I covers a vanety of masstops that students talie in enifical exsays. Thore's a hink o Al on the readings page
of the course websi
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There are some essential classic poems that everyone should know. These poems form the tradition of the English language, linger in memory and shape our thoughts. You may recognize some of these lines, but knowing the author and the date will enhance your claim to cultural literacy.Are you coming to live with me and be my love, and we will
show all the pleasures we will show... A¢AA - Christopher Marlowe This first line of this poem is the best known. With the change of voice in the English language, the lines don’t spin anymore as they would have done at the time. This poem inspired Walter Raleigh’s “Response of Nymph to the Shepherd.” When disgraced with luck and men~e eyes, I

birrified... AA - Emily Dickinson Celebrates being drunk on life, rather than liquor. Your brilliance, and your sleigh wizardry and gimble in the wabe; All mimsy were borogoves, and mome raths outgrabe... Lewis Carroll This poem is an example of amphibians, or meaningless writing. "I hear America singing, the various songs I hear; "Let's go then, you
and I, when the evening stretches out against the sky like an ethereal patient on a table..." "T.S. Eliot, spinning and spinning in the enlarged vortex The falcon can't hear the falcon; things fall apart; The center can't handle... William Butler Yeats Irish mystical and historical poet William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) wrote many poems. 'The Second
Coming'expresses its apocalyptic sense at the end of the First World War and the Easter Revolution. "What happens to a delayed dream? Does it dry like a raisin in the sun? "You can write me in history with your bitter and twisted lies, you can step in the mud, but still, like dust, I will rise again... "Maya Angelou A formalistic approach to Robert Frost
There are many ways to analyze poetry, one of which is to use formalistic theory. As discussed in An Introduction to Literary Studies (1999), the formalist was concerned about the literary structure; The use of phonetic devices not of phonetic content. Therefore, using formalistic theory will help to analyze the elements of poetry in order to look at its
effect in the sense of poetry. The poem that will be analyzed with a formal approach is the poem "The road Not Taken" by Robert Frost. The first allows you to take a look at the loudspeaker of poetry. I see that the poet'I'of the poem'The Road Not Taken' is in the middle of a journey somewhere in a forest and is between two roads he had to choose.
The obvious thing the speaker shows is that he sees the two roads in front of him, when he writes'two different roads in a yellow forest'. Country stand up and choose It is the way he had to take, so this poem is a kind of lyric poetry that expresses thoughts, or hearing the poet. so the tone of the poem can see directly that there is a confusion and
hesitation for which way to choose. is makes the nervous reader if the speaker chooses the right way for himself. In addition, other features such as images, symbols, beyond the symbol, sound and structure of an apennine are a meaning for the poem. the oo of images in this poem is more concrete than abstract and mostly visual. images in the poem
a€ &€ a€ a€ a€ af af A€ 4€ a€ a€ a€ af af af A€ &€ a€ a€ a€ af af a€ A€ 4€ a€ a€ a€ af af a€ A€ &€ a€ a€ af€ af af A€ 4€ &€ a€ a€ af af af a€ 4€ &€ a€ a€ a€ af af a€ a€ &€ a€ a€ a€ af af a€ a€ a€ a€ a€ a€ af af a€ &€ a€ a€ a€ a€ af a€ a€ a€ a shows the concrete representation of the object describing in the poem. Later, I discovered that "the road
not taken from not being symbolized the choice in life. for the first room, the reader knows the choice that the speaker had to do is only on the choice of the road. However the reader will know that the choice is not only on the simple choice of the road in the last room. the speaker believes that his choice will be interested in his future. will make the
difference in his life somehow. therefore the choice of the road has symbolized any choice in life that affects the future. in this poem there is repetition and exaggeration. repetition can be seen in the fourth line of room 18 4€ ceTwo streets diverged in a wood "and beyond survival can be seen online 17 4€ cesomeWhere age and ages and therefore. »
means that the speaker wants to show how the choice can inflict his life in the future. robert frost or even various sound in this poem to emphasize some sections of the poem. oa allitteration, assonance, rhyme, The alliteration that is the repetition of the corresponding sounds can be seen in the with the use of 160;

A¢(A)Ar1226;A~~~t,~~~A oot and~,~~~~~~—,~ ~~~~~~~ In the lfirst and third verses alliteration is predominantly used. In the second and fourth verses alliteration is used predomil}qn:dy; Tl}qrAeAig a variety qf assonance which is the repetition of the vocal sounds in the poem a. 4¢126; ;A;A Road non TakenA¢ 128;024 o0;~ Road non
LRl 268 MKV A /2 1877 WL 2722 (655 (02 =~ = = O = = Bl @1 & =23 (0P8 Bl@E I e e e e e e o e e e e e e e o e e e e e e A e e e e e e e e e A e e e 0 172 ;55 55555 Next is 126;AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALRG; a12¢~a12¢al2¢~~12 121 212 126;\;121 212
1 212 126;\1266;;; A0AAA ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e e e e means that the speaker stresses that he cannot choose both roads and finally chooses one of the roads that the person seldom passes. In the poem there are two kinds of rhyme, feminine rhyme and masculine rhyme. The feminine rhyme can be

seen if the last syllable of a rhyme word is released. The male rhyme can be seen if the final syllable is stressed. However, this poem uses the masculine rhyme, because the final syllable in the poem is underlined. The poem is composed of four stanzas with five lines each and the rhyme scheme of this poem is ABAAB-CDCCD-EFEEF-GHGGH. For
example, take a look at the first verse: two roads are different in a yellow wood; A) And I'm sorry I couldn’t travel both (B) and be a traveler, along I stayed (A) and looked down one as far as I could (A) where it bent in the undergrowth; (B) From the example above we can know that this poem has nine syllables per line and the rhythm of the poem a is
only four feet (tetra = four). In addition, there is also the other type of anapestic rhythm, which means there are two unemphasized syllables followed by an underlined syllable. Let’s see the example lines: ToA™ where it folds|In the undergrowth Each of the four feet of this line is Jamaican except the third, because both A”inA” and A”theA” are
syllables unemphasized, making the rhythm anapest. Also Robert Frost uses the monosyllable line in this poem, they are useful and do not waste space in the poem. We see that some words like “sigh” and “age” convey hesitation about choosing the road. There’s a caesura used in the fourth verse 3, which says, “Two roads divided into a wood, and “I”.
The caesura function is to emphasize “I.” The “I” speaker shows the feeling of hesitation, uncertainty about the choice, then relates to the next line “Take the least beaten” explains that finally the speaker makes his decision. The stanzaic structure in every poem is important, because it can help reveal the feeling and place of the poem. The lines of the
poetry assosiated the road into the woods. The verses of the poem also reveal the feeling of confusion. After analyzing Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” with the formalist approach, we can see that the formalist approach applies well to poetry. Some elements of the poem use in this poem such as images, symbol, tone, exaggeration, sounds,
and even stanzaic structure. They are important for getting the meaning of the poem. The meaning of poetry relating to our life that sometimes is in life we find ourselves faced with some choice we had to choose. In this poem, the idea is to use nature (wood) to explain that there are two roads in the woods, one of which is often passed by person and
the others rarely pass by person. The player at the end chooses the path It's personal. It is connected in our life, life, We also choose the choice that the other person rarely chooses. However the choice we choose can make the future. In conclusion, the different ways can reveal the meaning of the poem and the formalist approach is one of the
possible choices. Work cited Klarer, Mario. An introduction to literary studies. London: Routledge. 1999. The road did not take two divergent roads in a yellow wood, and I am sorry I could not travel in both and a long time left and looked down one as far as I could where he was supplied in the undergrowth; Then he took the other, equally right, and
having perhaps the best claim, because he was grassy wear and wanted; Although for what passed there he had really worn about the same, and both that morning equally lay in the leaves without a step in black. Oh, I held the first for another day! Yet knowing how the way he leads in a way, I doubted if I ever come back. I give this with a sigh
somewhere age and centuries, so: two streets diverged in a forest, and I "a,—" &,— took the less traveled by, and that made the whole difference. difference. Harold Hart Crane (July 21, 1899 - April 27, 1932) was an American poet. Provoked and inspired by T. S. Eliot, Crane wrote modernist poetry that was difficult, highly stylized, and ambitious in its
scope.In his most ambitious work, The Bridge, Crane sought to write an epic poem, in the vein of The Waste Land, that expressed a more optimistic view of modern, urban culture than the one ... Cleanth Brooks (/' k1i: & n 6 / KLEE-anth; October 16, 1906 - May 10, 1994) was an American literary critic and professor. He is best known for his
contributions to New Criticism in the mid-20th century and for revolutionizing the teaching of poetry in American higher education. His best-known works, The Well Wrought Urn: Studies in the Structure of Poetry (1947) and Modern ...
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