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It	seems	impossible	to	believe	that	HBO	phenomenon,	Game	of	Thrones,	is	about	to	end.	After	all,	it	feels	like	only	yesterday	we	were	introduced	to	the	Starks	and	co.	The	TV	show	would	have	never	come	to	be	without	its	source	material:	the	“A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire”	book	series	by	George	R.	R.	Martin.	However,	changes	had	to	be	made	in	the	switch
between	mediums;	Tyrion,	for	example,	isn’t	as	attractive	as	his	actor,	Peter	Dinklage.	In	fact,	there	are	a	lot	of	differences	between	the	Game	of	Thrones	books	and	the	TV	show.	Be	warned	-	there	might	be	spoilers	ahead.	During	the	show's	fifth	season,	Mance	Rayder,	leader	of	the	Free	Folk,	is	taken	to	be	burned	at	the	stake.	In	the	scene,
Melisandre	sets	fire	to	him	after	a	lengthy	monologue	designed	for	an	evil	witch	and	witch	alone.	Without	her	knowledge,	Jon	Snow	takes	pity	on	Rayder	and	sends	an	arrow	through	his	heart.	It's	not	too	different	in	the	books.	Mance	Rayder's	body	is	still	technically	burned	alive,	but	Melisandre	works	her	magic	and	switches	his	soul	with
Rattleshirt's.	I	mean,	even	a	wicked	Priestess	might	need	some	help	later	on.	Chesnot/Getty	Images	In	the	show,	those	who	hadn't	read	the	books	were	shocked	when	Catelyn	Stark's	throat	was	cut	during	the	Red	Wedding.	That	being	said,	while	Catelyn	does	technically	die	in	the	books,	it's	not	for	long.	In	"A	Storm	of	Swords,"	Catelyn's	body	is
thrown	into	the	icy	waters	and	discovered	by	the	Brotherhood	without	Banners.	Lord	Beric	Dondarrion	gives	his	life	to	revive	her,	but	when	she	comes	back,	her	body	still	mutilated,	and	she	seeks	vengeance	on	the	Lannisters.	Once	this	happens,	she	becomes	known	as	Lady	Stoneheart	and	her	list	of	victims	wind	up	even	longer	than	Arya's.	It's	kind
of	a	shame	she	wasn't	brought	back	on	the	show,	too.	The	show	has	Sansa	marry	the	ruthless,	violent	Ramsay	Bolton.	Anyone	who	thought	Sansa	was	-	albeit	understandably	-	a	little	depressed	in	the	show	can	breathe	a	sigh	of	relief	at	this.	In	the	book	"A	Feast	for	Crows,"	she	and	Lord	Petyr	were	hanging	out	at	the	Eyrie	the	entire	time.	It's	actually
her	best	friend,	Jeyne	who	is	married	off,	while	posing	as	Arya.	Essentially,	all	the	abuse	is	happening	to	Jeyne	in	the	North	while	Sansa	and	Littlefinger	are	relaxing	untouched.	One	of	the	show's	most	gloriously	aesthetic	scenes	consists	of	Tyrion	and	Daenerys	sitting	across	from	each	other.	In	the	books,	Tyrion	does	make	the	trek	to	Meereen,	but	he
doesn't	get	to	meet	the	Mother	of	Dragons.	The	show,	on	the	other	hand,	makes	the	two	close	compatriots.	Show	Tyrion	is	made	to	be	Daenerys'	trusted	adviser	and	maintains	order	-	if	you	can	call	it	that	-	in	the	kingdom	when	she's	away.	Book	Tyrion?	He's	never	given	the	option.	Arya	is	a	lot	of	people's	favorite	character,	in	both	the	books	and
beyond.	In	fact,	it's	hard	for	the	little	warrior	not	to	be	liked.	If	you're	not	on	her	List,	that	is.	Arya's	list	in	both	is	essentially	a	"to-do"	list	on	who	she's	going	to	kill.	Notable	differences	on	the	show	are	the	addition	of	Melisandre	and	Walder	Frey,	though	she's	not	sure	of	her	name.	However,	it	isn't	just	the	people	on	the	list	that's	a	little	different.	In
season	two,	Arya	is	given	the	idea	to	create	a	death	prayer	by	Yoren.	In	"A	Clash	of	Kings,"	on	the	other	hand,	the	list	is	her	own	idea.	When	it	comes	to	visuals,	it's	hard	to	translate	what's	on	the	page	to	something	onscreen.	With	reading,	everyone	can	picture	their	own	version	of	what's	being	described;	whereas	onscreen,	creative	decisions	have	to
be	made.	The	White	Walkers	fit	into	this	distinction.	In	the	books,	they're	known	as	"Others,"	and	they	aren't	actually	dead.	They're	also	described	as	looking	more	human,	but	skeletal	with	ice-white	skin	and	armor	that	seems	to	change	color	in	the	light.	To	better	describe	it,	let’s	just	say	that	George	R.	R.	Martin	told	the	costume	department	that
they’re	almost	Sidhe-like.	There	are	so	many	jokes	and	memes	within	the	Game	of	Thrones	fandom	that	reference	Lysa	Arryn.	She's	basically	become	the	crazy	girlfriend	meme	of	Westeros.	None	of	what	Lysa	does	in	the	show	makes	sense;	she	comes	across	as	unhinged	and	slightly	psychotic.	All	right,	very	psychotic.	"A	Storm	of	Swords"	goes	into
her	backstory	and	explains	a	little	about	why	she	is	the	way	she	is.	We	just	never	get	that	in	the	show.	Also,	while	that	doesn't	technically	change	the	plot,	it	still	shapes	a	plot	hole	the	size	of	the	moon	door.	The	world	cheered	when	Cersei	lost	her	temper	and	lashed	out	on	Joffrey	in	season	two.	Joffrey	might	be	the	most	hated	character	of	all	time,	in
the	Game	of	Thrones	universe	and	beyond.	Getting	to	see	his	mother	finally	have	enough	of	him	was	glorious.	In	the	books,	however,	this	doesn't	happen.	Book	Cersei	would	never	harm	her	devil	child;	she	even	goes	so	far	as	to	forbid	Robert	from	laying	a	hand	on	any	of	the	Lannister	kids.	Believe	it	or	not,	in	the	books,	Robb	Stark	officially	legitimizes
Jon	Snow's	place	in	the	House	of	Stark.	When	Robb	thinks	all	of	his	siblings	are	dead,	he	makes	the	decision	to	make	Jon	his	successor.	In	the	show,	even	as	he	sits	as	King	of	the	North,	Jon	Snow	isn't	a	legitimate	heir	to	the	throne.	He's	still	a	Snow,	not	a	Stark.	And	despite	being	a	Stark	being	his	biggest	wish	growing	up,	he	seems	to	continually
avoid	it	as	best	he	can.	If	you	ask	us,	Book	Robb	knew	this	would	happen,	and	that's	why	he	enforced	it	himself.	On	the	show,	most	of	the	cast	is	at	least	ten	years	older	than	the	characters	are	in	the	books.	Although	this	tends	to	be	something	most	of	Hollywood	does	and	it	makes	sense,	given	the	mature	themes	in	the	show,	stories	like	Jon’s	and
Arya’s	are	even	better	when	you	know	how	old	they	are	in	the	books.	Arya,	for	example,	is	9-10.	Jon,	19.	When	Daenerys	gets	married	to	Khal	Drogo,	she’s	just	13.	George	R.	R.	Martin	also	wanted	the	characters	to	be	younger	because	of	the	brevity	of	life	expectancy	at	the	time	around	when	the	stories	are	based.	It	makes	sense.	Not	only	that,	but	it
makes	Arya's	kill	list	even	more	impressive.	Rich	Polk/Getty	Images	for	IMDB	Blogger	Philip	Greenspun	Ira	Mitchell	(sorry,	Ira!)	details	how	a	little	internet	bravery	whittled	down	the	price	of	a	pair	of	new	eyeglasses	from	$500	to	a	meager	$81.His	trick:	Buying	online	to	avoid	the	markup.	The	glasses	Philip	ended	up	with	look	great,	and	he	claims
that	they're	perfect.	Any	glasses-wearer	knows	that	buying	new	specs	is	a	very	expensive	process,	so	if	you're	willing	to	gamble	on	a	pair	of	glasses	you've	never	tried	on,	it	looks	like	you	can	expect	some	major	savings.	If	you've	ever	bought	glasses	online,	let	us	know	how	it	panned	out	for	you	in	the	comments.	Eyeglasses	Stores	are	for	Suckers
[3mew]	You	just	received	your	eyeglasses	prescription,	so	the	next	question	is:	Where	to	buy	your	eyeglasses?	Should	you	purchase	your	glasses	from	an	optical	store	near	you	or	buy	eyeglasses	online?	Where	is	the	best	place	to	buy	eyeglasses?	That	depends	on	what's	most	important	to	you.	If	convenience	and	cost	are	your	primary	concerns,	buying
glasses	online	might	be	your	best	choice.If	you	have	a	strong	or	complex	glasses	prescription	and	you	want	a	trained	optician	to	guide	you	in	the	selection	of	lenses	and	frames,	a	traditional	brick-and-mortar	optical	store	might	be	a	better	option.Let's	walk	through	the	process	of	buying	eyeglasses	online	and	in	person:Frame	selection:	Number	and
variety	or	personal	service	Where	and	how	to	choose	your	eyeglasses	frames?	Online	retailers	often	have	far	more	frames	to	choose	from	than	the	selection	you	find	at	an	optical	store.	There	is	only	so	much	shelf	or	wall	space	to	showcase	frames	in	a	store,	after	all.A	vast	selection	of	frames	online	can	be	a	good	thing	if	you	don't	want	to	miss	out	on
the	perfect	style,	but	sifting	through	all	of	those	options	can	either	be	fun	or	overwhelming.Not	sure	where	to	begin	in	your	search	for	a	hip	new	look?	What	is	your	face	shape?	Some	glasses	styles	look	better	on	round,	oval,	diamond	and	other	face	shapes.	If	you're	shopping	in	an	optical	shop	or	vision	center,	your	optician	can	guide	you	to	the	frames
that	might	look	best	on	your	face	shape.	Do	these	frames	look	stodgy?	Too	bold?	Just	ask	your	optician.If	you're	shopping	for	eyeglasses	online	from	the	comfort	of	your	home	or	office,	look	for	a	style	finder	online	to	help	you	narrow	your	search.	Then	use	a	virtual	try-on	tool	to	see	how	your	favorite	glasses	will	look	on	your	face.Facial	fit:	Lenses	and
framesPupillary	distance	and	lensesGetting	the	best	glasses	for	your	vision	needs	starts	with	getting	your	pupillary	distance	right.	What	is	pupillary	distance?	Your	pupillary	distance	(PD)	is	an	essential	measurement	because	the	optical	center	of	each	eyeglass	lens	must	be	positioned	directly	in	front	of	the	center	of	each	pupil.	An	incorrect	PD
measurement	could	cause	eye	strain,	blurred	vision	or	even	double	vision.At	a	brick-and-mortar	eyeglasses	store,	your	optician	will	measure	your	pupillary	distance	for	you.	At	online	glasses	stores,	instructions	will	walk	you	through	how	to	calculate	your	pupillary	distance	yourself.	In	some	cases,	your	PD	can	be	measured	from	a	photo.	Worried	you
may	have	measured	your	pupillary	distance	incorrectly?	Some	online	glasses	stores	have	opticians	standing	by	to	help.How	do	those	frames	fit	on	your	face?How	will	those	snazzy	new	frames	fit	your	face?	Start	with	the	pair	you're	currently	wearing.In	a	store,	your	optician	will	begin	the	fitting	process	by	getting	the	measurements	of	your	current
frame.At	an	online	glasses	store,	videos	and	guides	will	walk	you	through	finding	the	measurements	of	your	current	frames.	Once	you've	selected	your	frames,	it's	time	to	pick	your	lenses.Lenses:	What	are	your	options?After	your	eye	exam,	your	eye	doctor	probably	explained	a	bit	about	your	prescription.	He	or	she	may	have	discussed	your	lenses
options	—	such	as	progressive	lenses	or	bifocals	if	you	are	over	age	40	and	need	multifocal	lenses.If	you	are	ordering	your	prescription	glasses	online,	especially	if	you	need	only	single-vision	lenses,	the	process	is	pretty	simple.	Once	you've	landed	on	the	perfect	frame,	choose	your	lens	type	(single	vision,	progressive,	bifocals,	reading	glasses	or	non-
prescription),	and	select	your	lens	material	(plastic	or	polycarbonate,	for	example).	Then	choose	your	lens	option	packages	and	add-ons	(anti-reflective	coating,	for	example)If	you	need	progressive	lenses	or	other	multifocal	lenses,	your	eye	doctor	or	optical	shop	may	be	the	best	place	to	order	your	lenses.	This	is	because	multifocal	lenses	require	very
precise	frame,	lens	and	PD	measurements	and	subtle	adjustments	to	the	frame	so	the	different	optical	zones	of	the	lenses	are	perfectly	positioned	for	clear,	comfortable	vision	at	all	distances.Your	eyeglasses	prescription,	which	details	the	lenses	you	need,	is	just	a	starting	point.	There	is	an	array	of	lens	coatings	that	can	further	improve	your	vision
and	protect	your	eyesight.Do	you	want	photochromic	lenses,	such	as	Transitions,	to	help	you	adapt	to	light	as	you	go	from	indoors	to	bright	sunshine?	Do	you	want	lenses	to	filter	blue	light	from	your	computer	screen	and	digital	devices?Knowing	what	you	want	in	your	next	pair	of	glasses	will	ensure	you	get	the	best	eyeglasses	for	your	vision	needs.
Check	online	reviews	and	warrantiesBefore	you	shop	for	and	buy	your	eyeglasses,	check	the	reviews	for	your	optical	store,	vision	center	or	online	glasses	store.	Chances	are	that	if	other	people	are	happy	with	the	glasses	they	purchased,	you	will	be	too.	Check	for	price-match	guarantees,	too.	And	don't	forget	to	use	your	vision	insurance	whether	you
purchase	your	glasses	at	a	vision	center,	optical	shop	or	online	glasses	store.But	what	if	something	goes	wrong?	What	if	you're	not	happy	with	the	fit	of	your	glasses	or	you	don't	see	as	clearly	as	you	expected?Whether	you	buy	your	glasses	online	or	in	a	store,	they	almost	always	come	with	a	manufacturer's	warranty	that	covers	repairing	or	replacing
your	eyeglasses	free	of	charge.	Getting	the	best	eyeglasses	for	your	vision	needsThe	best	eyeglass	lenses	to	correct	your	vision	and	the	best-fitting	frames	will	enable	you	to	see	better	and	comfortably.	Where	is	the	best	place	to	buy	your	eyeglasses?	That	depends	on	what	matters	most	to	you.	For	personal	service,	your	optician	will	guide	you	through
picking	your	frames	and	lenses.	If	you	have	a	simple	eyeglasses	prescription	and	a	do-it-yourself	mindset,	you	may	save	time	and	money	buying	your	glasses	online.Wherever	you	choose	to	buy	your	glasses,	the	first	step	is	to	find	an	optician	near	you	and	schedule	an	exam	to	update	your	eyeglasses	prescription.	Take	that	step	today.	Page	published	in
March	2019	Page	updated	in	September	2020	HomeHow	to	buy	prescription	glasses	online	So	much	can	be	accomplished	online	today	that	it	shouldn’t	be	surprising	that	you	can	buy	prescription	eyeglasses	online	too.	Even	if	your	prescription	is	outdated,	you	can	get	new	glasses	in	a	snap,	thanks	to	handy	tools	available	on	many	retailer	websites
that	can	help	you	determine	the	prescription	strength	you’ll	need.	Most	sellers	will	also	guide	you,	step-by-step,	through	the	process	of	selecting	frames	and	lenses,	so	it’s	important	to	do	your	research	to	make	sure	you	get	what’s	right	for	you.	Some	companies	will	even	send	you	your	glasses	via	free	shipping	—	and	pay	the	return	shipping	if	you
don’t	like	your	new	eyewear!	The	bottom:	There’s	never	been	an	easier	time	to	order	prescription	glasses	online.Buying	prescription	glasses	online	When	it’s	time	to	buy	new	prescription	glasses,	there’s	a	lot	to	consider	—	especially	if	you	go	the	online	shopping	route.	For	instance,	how	will	you	know	which	lenses	are	right	for	you?	What	should	you
look	for	in	frames	type	or	materials?Another	important	factor	might	be	budget.	Luckily,	many	websites	offer	inexpensive	prescription	eyewear	—	and	a	cheaper	price	may	encourage	you	to	purchase	multiple	pairs.	Why	not	check	out	prescription	sunglasses	and	kids’	prescription	glasses	online	while	you’re	at	it?Buying	online	also	has	advantages	if	you
plan	to	invest	in	designer	frames.	You	can	model	Ray-Ban,	Oakley,	Coach,	Tory	Burch	and	other	top	designers	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home	before	making	a	final	decision	on	a	pricier	purchase.		No	matter	what	you	choose	in	terms	of	frame	styles,	lens	upgrades	and	more,	ordering	prescription	glasses	online	can	be	fast	and	fun,	if	you	know
what	to	look	for.Update	your	prescription	—	and	have	it	readyIt’s	important	to	see	your	eye	doctor	regularly,	as	they	check	the	overall	health	of	your	eyes	and	assess	any	vision	needs.	When	it’s	time	to	get	eyeglasses,	they	can	provide	you	with	the	most	accurate	prescription	and	measure	your	pupillary	distance	(PD)	—	a	measurement	you’ll	need	to
know	for	purchasing	new	glasses.Don’t	have	a	recent	prescription?	No	worries.	Many	eyewear	retailers	include	a	vision	test	(or	tests)	on	their	websites	and	a	process	for	you	to	obtain	an	updated	glasses	prescription	online.	Similarly,	if	your	eyecare	professional	didn’t	include	your	PD	with	your	prescription,	you	can	measure	it	yourself	at	home	using
a	mirror	and	a	millimeter	ruler.How	to	interpret	your	prescriptionPerhaps	you	have	a	prescription	from	a	recent	appointment	with	your	eye	doctor.	But	as	you	look	at	it,	you	wonder	what	it’s	telling	you.	It	may	be	displayed	as	a	grid	or	a	chart	or	it	may	just	be	scribbled	in	the	doctor’s	handwriting.	The	good	news	is	that	quality	online	prescription
glasses	retailers	can	help	you	make	sense	of	your	prescription.	Single	vision	prescriptions	—	These	prescriptions	include	the	abbreviations	O.D.,	O.S.,	SPH,	CYL,	AXIS	and	PD.	Carefully	transfer	the	numbers	written	in	those	categories	to	the	appropriate	places	online.	Notice	that	SPH	and	CYL	always	have	a	+	or	-	with	them.	These	are	very	important
to	include.Multifocal	prescriptions	—	Prescriptions	for	bifocals	or	progressive	glasses	will	have	ADD	or	NV	with	a	plus	sign	+	and	possibly	D.V.	for	distance	vision/nearsightedness	and	N.V.	for	near	vision/reading.	PRISM	prescriptions	—	This	type	of	prescription	will	include	values	for	PRISM	and	BASE,	which	correct	for	eye	misalignment	problems,
such	as	double	vision	(diplopia).Where	to	buy	prescription	glasses	onlineThe	next	step	is	to	research	and	compare	online	eyewear	retailers	to	find	the	perfect	pair	of	glasses	for	you.	There	are	a	lot	of	options	out	there,	but	the	“best”	place	to	buy	prescription	glasses	online	will	depend	on	a	number	of	factors,	including	your	budget,	frame	selection	and
whether	or	not	you	need	to	take	an	eye	exam.If	you	know	you	want	designer	glasses,	you	can	start	at	the	websites	of	various	designers,	including	Coach,	Ray-Ban,	Oakley,	Tory	Burch	and	other	top	brands.	Avoid	these,	however,	if	you’re	on	a	budget,	and	opt	instead	for	retailers	that	advertise	affordable,	cheap	or	“the	cheapest”	glasses.	These	sellers
typically	have	a	wide	variety	of	different	brands	to	consider	—	as	well	as	replica	models	that	mimic	the	frame	styles	of	high-end	versions	—	which	can	be	a	big	advantage.SEE	RELATED:	Best	places	to	buy	eyeglassesFinding	cheap	prescription	glasses	online“Inexpensive”	and	“cheap”	are	descriptions	that	can	have	different	meanings	depending	on
who	is	using	the	word.	For	instance,	a	person	accustomed	to	paying	$500	or	more	for	a	pair	of	glasses	may	think	buying	glasses	online	for	$100	is	cheap.	Others	might	think	that’s	very	expensive	because	they’re	looking	for	the	$6.95	or	$19.95	glasses	that	some	websites	advertise.Whether	a	pair	of	online	prescription	glasses	is	affordable	depends	on
how	well	it	fits	into	your	budget	—	and	there	is	no	universal	family	budget.	What	matters	is	what	is	affordable	to	you,	as	well	as	what	you	want	to	pay.Look	for	extra	discounts	Often,	the	first	time	you	go	to	an	online	retailer,	they’ll	offer	you	an	additional	discount	of	10%,	15%	or	even	20%	if	you	give	them	your	email	address.	This	applies	to
prescription	eyewear	sellers	too,	so	be	sure	to	take	advantage	of	this	when	you	see	it	pop	up.	It	can	usually	only	be	applied	to	your	first	order,	but	it’s	on	top	of	their	already	discounted	prices.In	the	first	pop-up	window,	enter	your	email	address.	When	you	do	so,	you	may	receive	a	welcome	code	via	email	for	a	percentage	off	(which	you	can	apply	at
checkout,	if	you	decide	to	purchase	from	the	retailer)	or	you	may	see	an	additional	pop-up	indicating	the	savings	you’ll	get	on	purchases,	along	as	well	as	any	information	on	shipping	discounts.You	can	repeat	all	of	this	for	as	many	online	shops	as	you’d	like.	Just	keep	in	mind	that	getting	your	email	address	is	an	important	marketing	goal	of	online
retailers,	because	they	can	subsequently	send	you	messages	on	a	regular	basis	announcing	coupon	sales,	sitewide	sales,	seasonal	sales,	clearance	sales,	etc.	If	you	don’t	want	to	get	these	communications,	you	can	always	unsubscribe	from	each	company’s	mailing	list	later.SEE	RELATED:	Where	to	buy	cheap	glasses	onlineWhich	discount	is	the	best?At
first	glance,	it	might	seem	that	65%	off	a	pair	of	glasses	would	be	the	best	deal.	But	it	really	depends	on	your	situation.	If	you’re	only	buying	one	pair	of	glasses,	this	kind	of	discount	sounds	great	—	unless	the	website	you’re	shopping	on	is	more	expensive	than	others	or	if	you	have	to	pay	shipping.If	you’re	buying	prescription	glasses	online	for	four
kids,	a	BOGO	offer	can	cut	your	expense	in	half.	Some	of	the	first-time	discounts	you’ll	find	are	big	money	savers	but	not	if	you’re	a	returning	customer.Choose	your	framesNow	that	you	have	chosen	the	company	you	want	to	buy	from,	it’s	time	to	select	your	frames.	You’ll	find	there’s	a	vast	array	of	frame	styles	out	there,	as	well	as	a	range	of
materials,	including	colorful	plastics	and	lightweight	metals.	It	may	be	helpful	to	first	determine	the	shape	of	your	face	to	find	glasses	frames	that	will	look	best	on	you.	If	you’ve	never	really	thought	about	your	face	shape	before,	get	started	by	looking	in	a	mirror.	Pull	the	hair	away	from	your	face,	including	bangs	if	you	have	them,	so	you	can	see	your
face’s	overall	shape,	contours,	etc.	Once	you	have	a	sense	of	your	face	shape,	consider	the	following	guidelines	to	help	you	figure	out	the	best	frame	style	for	you:Narrow	frames	can	make	an	oval	face	appear	longer,	but	otherwise,	oval	faces	can	handle	just	about	any	style.Square	faces	have	a	strong	jawline,	so	look	for	rounded	frames	that	will	soften
angles.	Rimless	and	semi-rimless	frames	will	also	work	well.Angular	frames	look	great	on	round	faces,	helping	to	add	definition	to	features,	whereas	circular	frames	can	make	features	look	lost	on	a	round	face.	Heart-shaped	faces	are	wide	at	the	forehead,	narrowest	at	the	chin	and	have	high	cheekbones.	Thin	frames	that	are	either	round	or	oval	will
flatter	the	angles	of	heart-shaped	faces.Rimless,	oval	and	rectangular	frames	balance	the	features	of	a	diamond-shaped	face,	which	is	the	most	rare	of	all	face	shapes.Using	these	tips,	choose	frames	you	like.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	go	outside	the	recommendations	to	include	frames	that	attract	your	attention,	too,	because	what	matters	most	is	how	you	feel
in	your	glasses.	There’s	no	harm	in	trying	on	wild	or	funky	frames	and	bright	colors	if	you	want	to.	If	you	have	a	budget	in	mind,	don’t	choose	frames	that	are	more	expensive	than	what	your	budget	allows.Try	on	your	frames	virtuallyMost	online	eyeglasses	retailers	offer	a	“try-on”	feature	—	typically,	you	can	either	upload	a	photo	of	yourself	or	use
one	of	their	models.	(If	you’re	using	their	models,	choose	one	that	most	closely	matches	your	face	shape,	hair	length	and	skin	tone.)	Since	you	don’t	have	the	help	of	an	objective	staff	member	with	an	online	purchase,	consider	asking	someone	whose	opinion	you	value	to	watch	as	you	model	the	different	styles.	Narrow	your	choices	down	to	your
favorite	two	and	then	pick	the	one	that	will	be	the	most	versatile,	no	matter	what	you’re	wearing,	what	you’re	doing	or	where	you	go.Adding	special	lens	featuresAfter	you’ve	decided	on	frames,	enter	that	prescription	you	have	on	standby	along	with	your	PD	(this	may	be	done	later	in	the	checkout	process	with	some	websites).	As	for	lens	types	and
materials,	some	things	to	look	for	include:Polycarbonate	and	Trivex	–	Thinner	and	lighter	than	most	other	plastic	lenses.	Ideal	for	children’s	glasses.High-index	lenses	–	A	lightweight	option	for	people	who	have	a	strong	prescription	but	want	to	avoid	thick,	heavy	glasses.Photochromic	–	Light-adaptive	lenses	that	automatically	darken	when	exposed	to
sunlight.	Glass	lenses,	the	original	lens	material,	are	still	available	as	well,	though	this	option	is	heavier	and	more	likely	to	break.From	here,	you	can	add	lens	extras	or	upgrades,	including	anti-scratch	coating	and	blue	light	blocking	coating,	which	can	help	improve	the	look	and	comfort	level	of	your	glasses.Read	prescription	glasses	online
reviewsThroughout	the	process	of	buying	prescription	glasses	online,	keep	an	eye	out	for	reviews	of	the	products	and	websites	you’re	considering.	Generally,	you’ll	find	positive	reviews	on	the	more	popular	sites	because	they’ve	worked	hard	to	overcome	initial	service	flaws	and	make	the	shopping	process	more	user-friendly.	But	negative	reviews	are
there	too,	and	it’s	up	to	you	to	decide	if	these	are	warranted	and	mean	you	should	keep	away,	or	if	they	simply	indicate	a	glitch	here	or	there.	The	most	important	thing	to	check	for,	perhaps,	is	how	past	customers	say	the	website	handled	any	complaints.		Page	published	in	March	2021	Page	updated	in	July	2021
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